
Active Reading 
 
Have you ever been reading your homework and discovered that you’ve just completed a 
page and you have no idea what you’ve read? I call this mental floss, and it happens to 
everyone. It’s time-consuming because then you have to read the pages all over again (or 
not and suffer the consequences). In order to avoid this flossing of your brain, to 
maximize your time, and to really get a good understanding of the text, you need to 
engage the text. This does not mean that you plan to marry the text; it means you pay 
attention to it. How do you do this? We will practice some engagement techniques for 
your first reading assignment. Please note that this is not the only way to engage a text, 
but it’s a good start 
 
I’m going to provide you with a step-by-step process of how you can engage this text. I 
want you to write on the story for each of the following steps. That’s a key step to textual 
engagement! FYI, there are no right and wrong “answers” to these steps. There are, 
however, better and worse ways to approach a text. 
 

1. Scan the text: just get an idea how complex it is, how long it is, and if it’s 
delivered in big or little chunks, with heading and subheadings, with pictures, etc. 
On the last page of the story, write a “1” and in one sentence reflect on what the 
text looks like to you. 

 
2. Read the title. Under it answer these questions:  
• What images come to mind?  
• What questions arise?  
• What expectations do you have? 

 
3. Read the first paragraph, twice. In the margins reflect on: 
• Setting: where and when does the story take place? (to the best of your 

knowledge)  
• Mood: This is how the reader feels. What is the mood? Happy? Sad? Frustrated?  
• Characters: Who is introduced? Age? Gender? Action? 
• Underline any images or words you think are striking or important. 
• Write any questions you have in the margins. 

 
4. Now read the entire story through (twice is best), noting the following: 
• Setting changes. 
• Character changes. 
• New characters introduced and what they bring to the story. 
• Underline any images or words you think are striking or important. 
• Write any questions you have. 
• Circle any words you don’t know. 
• Add anything else you like. 

 



Finally, at the end of the story address the following on the last page. 
 

5. Tone: This is the tone the writer is using. Is he teaching? Scolding? Sarcastic? 
Optimistic? Unbiased? Write a “2” and state what you think the author’s tone is. 

6. Theme: Write a “3” and list any themes you think are raised in the story. 
7. Questions: Write a “4” and list any overall questions you have.  

 
 


